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Your Legacy



“And to this day, I love  
the smell of skunk.”

A Gift in Your Will Protects Nature On and Near 

Our Moraine Forever. Join our Monarch Circle…

 On these pages, we are delighted to introduce you to some of your neighbours 

who have joined our Monarch Circle by choosing to protect the Oak Ridges Moraine 

Land Trust forever with a gift in their Will. 

 You’ll read about their favourite moments in nature on and near our moraine—

and I hope you take a few moments to reflect on your most cherished moments in 
nature. 

 Your kind and generous support makes inspiring nature moments possible 

every single day here on our moraine, on our Greenbelt and beyond. 

 You can continue to make nature moments possible forever when you join the 

Monarch Circle by making a gift in your Will.

 You’ll also hear our donors and volunteers share the confidence and trust they 
have in our Land Trust. 

 I hope you see yourself and your own values reflected here and that you will 
connect with us for a further, confidential, conversation. 

       Susan Walmer, CEO

       905-853-3171 X 32

Mary’s Story 

 I grew up in downtown Toronto, in the concrete 

jungle. When I was 10, my uncle took me out to the 

country and for the first time I saw wide open, beautiful 
green space. It was magical. And there was this strange 

smell. My uncle told me it was a skunk. I remember loving 

that smell because I knew I was closer to nature than I had 

ever been. And to this day, I love the smell of skunk for the same 

reason.

 I first heard the words “Land Trust” back in 1998. I was active in the protests 
around the spread of development in this area. I met another activist who told me 

about the Ontario Land Trust Alliance and that there was a meeting coming up. 

I drove up on my own and just wanted to learn more. I stood up at the end of the 

meeting and asked if anyone wanted to start an Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust. I 

was a bit naive, maybe. But right away, people in the room were nodding and putting 

their hands up. And that’s how we started. People like me were looking for a way to 

help and didn’t know how to move things forward besides protesting.

 Every single day since, I’ve been deeply proud of the Land Trust. This is a 

group of wonderful, dedicated and passionate people. And let me tell you, we are all 

very cautious about spending money, and we appreciate every bit that people give. 

Our Land Trust is made up of people I respect and trust—and that’s always been at 

our core.

 The Land Trust is part of my legacy. It’s part of my story, my life story. What 

a wonderful legacy to know that we are sustaining future generations by protecting 

natural resources. 

    — Mary, Founding Board Member, Land Trust Hero



Helen’s Story

 Our farms have been in my family since 1832 or longer. My family worked 

hard here and deeply valued the property. I remember my father’s devotion to the 

land he farmed and the food he provided. He always kept it neat. Growing up, you 

don’t appreciate where you live as much as you do later in life. I have always loved 

these rolling hills, exploring the forest and creek, picking berries and apples from the 

orchard.

 It’s a beautiful property. I’m grateful that the Land 

Trust is here so we can protect our property forever. I have 

a special level of trust with the Land Trust. I know they 

will keep their eyes on it, keep it undeveloped and natural. 

In my heart, I know that’s what my family would want. 

Keeping this as working farmland, available to future 

generations of passionate and devoted farmers makes me 

feel really good, and makes me feel really connected to 

this land and to my family. After all, we’re all going to 

want and need good, local food!

  — Helen, Little Rock Farms, Farmer

“In my heart, I know 
protecting this land is what 

my family would want.”



Patricia’s Story 

 My grandkids come to visit and delight in exploring the nature and identifying 

different species. 

 They have a natural interest and understanding of the 

environment and why we need to protect it. 

 I love sailing on the lake—I love the sound of 

water and wind, I find it very nurturing. And in this 
whole area, we all benefit from the watershed. 

 I feel so strongly about this land being protected 

forever. And the Land Trust has the same passion, the 

same commitment to protecting land.

 I’ve really come to understand the importance of protecting private land. 

 As a landowner, you know that your property is protected forever. And I 

know the Land Trust. This is what they do best. I’m in favour of how they work: 

as a landowner, you get to enjoy your property and know that it will stay the same 

forever. 

 When I talked to my family about the Land Trust, it was easy. They knew this 

is my passion and this is how I give back. I’m in a position to be able to do this, and 

I’ll still give every year, as much as I can.

   — Patricia, Past Board Chair, Donor, Grandmother

“As a landowner, 
you know that your property 
is protected forever.”

Chris’s Story

 For me, the Land Trust is how I take 

environmental action. Think globally, act locally. It’s 

important to me to be able to say to my kids when they 

are older, and I am older, ‘I had the opportunity to do 

something and I did it’. That is the example I want to 

set for my children and my colleagues. 

 Won’t you join me?

 As Board Chair, I see first hand what we can do with a dollar. And I’m so 
impressed. I trust this organization. Every single gift makes a difference. Every 

donor is important. 

 Like me, people who give to the Land Trust want to achieve results through 

their conservation goals. And when people like you choose to remember the Land 

Trust in your Will like I did, we can go even further. It means we will be helping 

forever. Once my wife and I started talking about leaving a gift in our Will, it was an 

easy decision. It feels good to know that our gift will have an impact many years in 

the future.

 Our story is clear. Right now, the work of the Land Trust is urgent and critical. 

By making a gift now or in your will, you can help achieve your own vision for 

conservation. Thank you for being part of this positive change.

       — Chris, Board Chair and Father

“I trust this organization.”



Our Promise To You In The Monarch Circle

•  Your gift will be used as effectively and efficiently as possible. You are always 
encouraged to contact us about how we raise and spend our funds.

•  We deeply appreciate the confidence and trust you have in our Land Trust, and we 
are proud to show you and your loved ones the impact of your gift. 

•  You are encouraged to contact us anytime to learn more about our areas of work 

that interest you most, and learn more about how your gift can help.

•  If you let us know that you have made a gift for our Land Trust in your Will, it 

helps us make conservation plans that align with your interests. Whether you 

choose to tell us or not is entirely your decision.

•  We understand and support the notion that your loved ones come first.

•  Your Will is an intensely personal document and we respect your privacy.

•  We will respond immediately to your questions or comments. You can contact 

Susan Walmer at anytime for a confidential conversation.



Your Land. Your Trust. Your Legacy.

Imagine our moraine and Greenbelt 30 years from now, where:

•  More beautiful properties are protected and critical habitats restored.

•  More magical and vulnerable species thrive.

•  Our voices continue to be heard advocating nationally, provincially and locally.

•  Neighbours of all ages are inspired by nature—and our energetic events ignite 

future environmental champions. 

Future protection of land protected 2020–2050 (30 properties every 10 years)
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Susan’s Story 

 What is my favorite moment outside? That is a tough 

question. Most recently, it was a fabulous fungi forage. 

 The autumn is such an amazing time to find these 
quietly majestic and mysterious fungi. Each new discovery 

is always so special.

 To be honest, every hike outside with people who love 

Ontario and this land as much as I do takes my breath away. Whether 

I’m standing at Sunset Point overlooking the Happy Valley Forest in Pottageville 

with a 360 perspective of protected land or on the shores of Lake Simcoe marveling 

at the abundance of fresh water we are protecting, I know that together our legacy is 

far reaching. 

 

 You are where my inspiration comes from. 

 Working with land owners to make their dreams come true helps me to know 

that I am helping to protect nature far into the future. Personally, my children are 

proud and happy that I have included the Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust in my 

Will. We know that doing so is something future generations will be proud of.

 Thank you for your vital and vibrant support of our Land Trust. Please contact 

me anytime for a confidential conversation about your long-term plans and of course 
to share your most cherished moments in nature. I would love to hear from you!

      — Susan Walmer, CEO, Mother

      Confidential Direct Line: 905-853-3171 X 32

“We know we are doing something that 
future generations will be proud of.”
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