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Nicholas Trevisan  
Nicolas is an Urban Forestry Supervisor with 
the City of Toronto, where he implements City 
tree by-laws and forestry programs. Nicholas 
worked previously as a consultant specializing 
in natural environment impact assessment, 
policy review, species at risk, ecological 
restoration and arboriculture. He received an 
Honours Bachelor of Science degree with a 
major in Ecology from the University of Guelph 
and a Master’s degree in Sustainable 
Environmental Management from the 
University of Saskatchewan.  
 
Nicholas grew up on the moraine and was 
inspired by both the land and residents who 
worked to conserve it. He hopes to help 
continue this legacy of conservation through his 
work with the talented staff and volunteers of 
the Trust. In his spare time, Nicholas enjoys 
exploring the moraine, camping, running, 
hockey and spending time with family and 
friends. Nick is a member, and former Chair of 
the Land and Stewardship Committee and has 
been a member of the Board since 2015.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual General Meeting – May 29,2021 – Board of Directors – Candidate Biographies 

 

 

Chris Norris  
Chris is an accomplished professional with a 
diverse 20+ year career in the energy, 
aeronautical engineering, and financial 
services fields. Following several years of 
detailed design and analysis for one of 
Canada’s leading aerospace firms, he began 
management consulting and has worked in 
both the financial services and energy 
industry.  
 
Chris now leads the development of the 
renewable hydrogen business in Canada for 
a large multinational engineering firm. He 
holds a B. Sc. (Engineering) from Queen’s 
University, an M. Eng. from McMaster, and an 
MBA from the Schulich School of Business at 
York University, and an LL.M in Energy & 
Infrastructure Law from Osgoode Hall Law 
School in Toronto (2021). He has been a 
licensed professional engineer in the province 
of Ontario since 2000. He lives in Aurora with 
his wife and three kids. Chris serves as past 
chair, and has been a member of the Board 
since 2013.  
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Jane Garthson  
Jane has been providing leadership services 
to Canadian not-for-profits and governments 
since 1992, after holding senior management 
roles in the Ontario government. After serving 
in three Interim CEO/Executive Director roles, 
she now acts as a Peer Mentor to new Interim 
Executives as well as new board chairs and 
executive directors. She continues to consult 
in nonprofit governance, particularly board 
decision-making and board and CEO 
succession planning. 
 
Long ago, Jane designed and delivered 
strategic planning workshops for the Ontario 
Land Trust Alliance and attended the first 
Standards and Practices training in Canada. 
She has served and supported other 
environmental organizations and deeply 
appreciates the importance of the Moraine in 
preserving our ecosystem, protecting species 
at risk and mitigating the effects of climate 
change. 
 
Among other volunteer roles, Jane has 

served as Commissioner of the former Ontario Racing Commission, chair of the Ethics 
Practitioners Association of Canada and Treasurer of the Canadian Therapeutic Riding 
Association. She grew up with strong rural ties and now rides her Quarter Horse near the 
Moraine. She lives in North York with two cats and a pesticide-free edibles garden. Both 
Jane and her husband are amateur singer-songwriters and fantasy readers. Jane 
currently serves as Secretary and Chair of the Governance Committee and has been on 
the board since 2017. 
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Isobel Ralston 

Isobel Ralston holds B.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees 
in chemistry from Western University and the 
University of Alberta, respectively.  Isobel has 
approximately 30 years’ experience in global 
drug development, having held senior 
management positions in international 
pharmaceutical companies, directing clinical 
research and regulatory affairs. She has lived 
in Europe and in several Canadian provinces.  

Isobel has lived on the Oak Ridges Moraine 
for approximately 30 years.  She is committed 
to environmental issues and is a co-founder 
of MapleCross, a fund focused on protecting 
and restoring Canada’s natural environment 
by supporting organizations engaged in land 
conservation. 

Isobel has backpacked, hiked and canoed in 
various regions of Canada (Ontario, Alberta, 

British Columbia, Northwest Territories and Yukon) and frequently cycles in Europe. 
Isobel sits on several Boards and continues art studies; her paintings have been exhibited 
in several group shows. Isobel is a member of the Fundraising and Outreach Committee 
and has been on the Board since 2017. 
 
 
 


