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Private land conservation in Canada receives major boost 

 
Nature Conservancy of Canada and partners welcome new national 

program to protect nature 
 

TORONTO, ON April 23, 2019 — The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and its 

partners applaud a new federally-funded $100 million program to safeguard important habitats 

for species at risk. The Natural Heritage Conservation Program (NHCP), announced today by 

Catherine McKenna, Canada’s Minister of Environment and Climate Change, will support 

privately protected areas in ecologically sensitive landscapes, from forests and endangered 

grasslands to wetlands and coastal regions.   

Nature Conservancy of Canada president and CEO, John Lounds, joined Minister McKenna for 

the announcement today in Toronto. The NHCP will result in new conservation of 200,000 

hectares (more than 490,000 acres) over the next four years. That’s an area three times the 

size of the City of Toronto. The program will directly contribute to Canada’s Target 1, the 

nationwide initiative to protect at least 17 per cent of our land and freshwater and 10 per cent of 

our marine areas by 2020.  

The Nature Conservancy of Canada will oversee the NHCP with contributions from program 

partners Ducks Unlimited Canada and Canada’s land trusts (Canadian Land Trusts Working 

Group). Wildlife Habitat Canada will administer the local land trust portion of the program. 

Collectively, the partners earned the opportunity following a federal call for proposals.  

The NHCP partners are keen to continue momentum protecting ecologically sensitive areas 

through the conservation of private lands and by securing interests in lands across Canada. 
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They will work closely with landowners, families, communities and businesses to encourage 

conservation.  

“We are grateful for this investment in nature conservation, which will bring Canadians together 

to protect the places we love. We are fortunate to embark on this challenge with great partners 

who share a track record for protecting habitat and species at risk,” said Lounds. “As partners 

we know our real job is just beginning. The conservation community is ready to work with 

Canadians from all walks of life to raise an additional $200 million to maximize our conservation 

impact.”  

“Many of Canada’s most important natural habitats, including wetlands, are located within its 
privately held or settled landscapes. In addition to providing critical habitats for waterfowl and 
other wetland-dependent species, these areas deliver essential benefits such as clean water, 
flood and drought mitigation and protection from sea level rise to citizens and communities 
across the country. Ducks Unlimited Canada looks forward to the ways that the Natural Heritage 
Conservation Program will deliver more of these benefits to wildlife and all Canadians through 
new protected areas. It’s a significant investment that will positively impact generations to 
come.” –  Karla Guyn, Chief Executive Officer, Ducks Unlimited Canada 
 
“We look forward to working with the Nature Conservancy of Canada to provide effective and 
efficient grant administration services for land trusts,” said Cameron Mack, executive director of 
Wildlife Habitat Canada. “The land trust community will play a key role in conserving private 
lands and helping to meet Canada’s international protected areas and biodiversity targets.” 

“Regional and community land trusts across Canada can now protect more private lands, 
thanks to the new Natural Heritage Conservation Program. We are excited to work with our 
NHCP partners and local communities to protect Canada’s natural spaces and increase habitat 
resilience to climate change.” Susan Walmer, Canadian Land Trusts Working Group 

Facts: 

• The Natural Heritage Conservation Program is a $100-million, four-year federal 
government commitment to support private land conservation. Every federal dollar will 
be matched by NCC and its delivery partners with at least two dollars of non-federal 
contributions. 

• The NHCP will conserve at least 200,000 additional hectares (more than 490,000 acres) 
of important conservation lands. 

• The NHCP will focus on multi-species at risk conservation, including establishing habitat 
for the 25 Canadian terrestrial species at risk that are currently not found in any public or 
privately protected areas. 

• This new program will focus on conservation in the settled landscapes of southern 
Canada, where most Canadians live, work and play. It is also where most of Canada’s 
species at risk are found. 

• The NHCP will encourage Canadians to entrust their lands to conservation. Government 
support is meaningful to families who are searching for conservation solutions for 
privately owned natural areas. 

• Conservation is an important element of any strategy to help Canadians mitigate and 
adapt to climate change. 

• The new program continues important momentum. It builds upon the previous Natural 
Areas Conservation Program (NACP), under which NCC and partners (DUC and land 
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trusts) conserved 446,000 hectares (1.1 million acres) —  habitat for 210 species at risk. 
Together, the partners achieved nearly $1-billion in conservation outcomes.  

 

Learn More 

 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada is the nation's leading land conservation organization, 
working to protect our most important natural areas and the species they sustain. Since 1962, 
NCC and its partners have helped to protect 2.8 million acres (more than 1.1 million hectares), 
coast to coast. 
 
Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is the leader in wetland conservation. A registered charity, DUC 

partners with government, industry, non-profit organizations and landowners to conserve 

wetlands that are critical to waterfowl, wildlife and the environment. 

 

Wildlife Habitat Canada (WHC) is a national, not-for-profit, charitable conservation organization 

that has worked to conserve, restore and enhance wildlife habitat across Canada for 35 years. 

WHC also administers the grant program for the Canadian Habitat Conservation Stamp 

Initiative, through a Contribution Agreement with Environment and Climate Change Canada. 

 
Canadian Land Trusts Working Group is an ad hoc working group with representation from 
regional and community land trusts from the provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, 
Québec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, and 3 provincial associations 
(Réseau de milieu naturels protégés, the Ontario Land Trust Alliance and Land Trust Alliance of 
British Columbia) formed to provide a unified the voice for sector in current discussions with the 
Federal Government around conservation programs and funding. 
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Media Contacts 

 
Andrew Holland                                                                        
National Media Relations Director  
Nature Conservancy of Canada 
C: 506.260.0469 
E: andrew.holland@natureconservancy.ca 
 
Ashley Lewis 
Senior Communications Specialist 
Ducks Unlimited Canada 
204-467-3252 
a_lewis@ducks.ca 
 
Ontario and Eastern Canada:                                                Western Canada: 
Susan Walmer, Executive Director                                        Justin Thompson, Executive Director 
Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust                     Southern Alberta Land Trust Society 
swalmer@oakridgesmoraine.org        justin@salts.land   
905-853-1717x32; 416-435-5939 cell       403-819-1633 cell 
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